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In today’s Vatnik Soup, I'll introduce a Russian movie director, propagandist, and former
priest: Ivan Okhlobystin. He’s best known for his strong support for the war on Ukraine and

for his radical views, which are often used as a testbed for the domestic Russian audience.
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Ivan was born in 1966 from a short-lived marriage between a 62-year-old chief physician and
a 19-year-old engineering student. She later remarried, and the family moved from Kaluga
province to Moscow. Ivan kept the surname Okhlobystin from his biological father.
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Early life [edi]

Okhlobystin was born on 22 July 1966 in the recreation center "Polenovo” (Zaoksky
District, Tula Oblast, Russian SFSR, Soviet Union), where his father, Ivan Ivanovich
Okhlobystin,[*I°] was a military doctor, and a participant in World War 1. He was then 62
years old, and worked as the head physician at Polenovo. His mother, Albina Ivanovna
Stavitskaya,[*I°l (Okhlobystina by her first marriage) (maiden name Belyaeva), was an
engineer-economist. She was then a 19-year-old student. His mother remarried to
Anatoly Stavitsky, and Ivan had a half-brother Stanislav Stavitsky.[*I[] For some time
the family lived in a village near Maloyaroslavets in the Kaluga Oblast, afterwards they
all moved to Moscow.[41[®]
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After moving to Moscow, Ivan began studying at VGIK film school. He soon became a
playwright for theatre productions and also wrote for Stolitsa magazine, which he later left
because, as he put it, “it had become a brothel.”
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After graduation, he entered the directorial faculty of VGIK (the workshop of Igor
Talankina), which he graduated in 1992.

During his studies, he was drafted into the army, where he served in the missile
forces in Rostov-on-Don.

In the movie as an actor, Okhlobystin made his debut in the 1983 film about
teenagers “| promise to be".

In 2000, he directed Demobbed, a film inspired by his brief stint in the army. Ivan then
chose a religious path, becoming a ROC priest. But then something serious must have

happened, as in 2010 Patriarch Kirill expelled him, forbidding him from wearing the robe
again.
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Patriarch Kirill forbade actor and priest Ivan Okhlobystin to
serve in the church

The sex of filming in the film “King” of the priest was deprived of the right to perform divine services

Source: I kpra st

“With all due respect to our society, including representatives of the Chureh, to the
contribution made by the actors to the cultural life of the people, should adhere to
the church canons, according to which priesthood and lynching are incomparible,”

the patriarch said in a statement.

From this official statement, quoted by the press service of Patriarch Kirill of
Moscow and All Russia, it follows that the reason for the suspension from the
services in the church of Father John Okhlobystin in that, he combined the service of
God and the museum of cinema. Despite the long-standing negative attitude of the
church to acting (the Lyceums were once even buried not in cemeteries, but near, as
the most terrible sinners), Ivan Okhlobystin managed to realize both vocations of
his soul - he also became an "active” priest, and in the cinema did not stop acting
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Okhlobystin then became one of the main actors in the TV series Interns, best described as a
rip-off of the American sitcom House. It gained some popularity and made him a public

figure. A little later, he was even named Actor of the Year.
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In 2011, Ivan turned to politics, announcing a presidential run. His nationalistic, far-right
beliefs were radical even by Russia’s nationalistic, far-right political standards. He

envisioned a new isolationism with an “Iron Wall” around Russia.
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Ivan Okhlobystin is running for
president

SEPT 122011 NIYAZ KARIM

u n Follow Russia Beyond on o Telegram

Last week Russian actor and writer Ivan Okhlobystin has announced his
intention to run for the presidency next year.

Okhlobystin, a well-known actor, TV personality and ex-Orthodox priest, said
he had made the decision after "much consideration.”

One of his most famous roles is in the TV series "Interns”, Russian version of
"Scrubbs”

When Russia started its war on Ukraine in 2014, Ivan voiced full support. As a result, his
events in Ukraine were cancelled, and he was later banned from entering Ukraine altogether.

The Donetsk People’s Republic, however, welcomed him, even granting him a passport.
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Ukraine has launched investigations against Russian actor Ivan Okhlobystin on
suspicion of terrorism.

A spokeswoman for Ukraine's Security Service (SBU), Olena Hitlyanska, wrote on
Facebook on December 2 that the probe was launched after he obtained a "passport”
from Russia-backed separatists in the eastern region of Donetsk.

Russian media reports said on November 30 that Okhlobystin received the passport
from separatist leader Aleksandr Zakharchenko.

The reports quoted Olhlobystin as calling the separatist-controlled territory "a
fortress of the Russian world" and openly expressing support to the separatists and
Russia's annexation of Ukraine's Crimean Peninsula in March 2014.

On December 1, Ukraine's Interior Ministry called on Western countries to impose
sanctions against Okhlobystin.

In 2015, the SBU barred him from entering Ukraine, and more than 70 movies and
TV shows featuring him were banned in the country.
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Ukraine Bans Films Featuring a Russian Actor Who
Supported Separatists

Over 70 films featuring Ivan Okhlobystin were banned following his visit to the Donbass region

BY VLADIMIR KOZLOV DECEMBER 10, 2014 11:36AM
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Ivan Okhlobystin - P 2014

In Donetsk, Okhlobystin promoted Novorossiya — the idea of uniting former Tsarist
territories in Ukraine. Popularized by Aleksandr Dugin and echoed by Putin, it briefly served
as the Kremlin’s main domestic narrative to justify aggression against Ukraine.
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As is tradition in Russia, Ivan was constantly drunk. In his alcohol-induced delirium, he
frantically called friends to declare he would join the war — just after he got some dental
work done, so that if he returned wounded, he could still chew his own food.
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When Russia launched its full-scale invasion of Ukraine in 2022, Okhlobystin quickly went
to the Luhansk People’s Republic to donate helmets to Storm-Z troops. During this time,
Russian celebrities who didn’t support the war effort were branded traitors.
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Okhlobystin supplied LPR attack aircraft with helmets and
thermal imagers. Today, together with representatives of the
ONF, a famous Russian film actor, director and screenwriter
conveyed https://t.me/donbassr/26832 military equipment
for the special purpose battalion "Storm" on the front line.

Okhlobystin’s radical rants serve several strategic purposes for the Kremlin: they act as test
cases for extreme rhetoric, they help seed future propaganda and, most importantly, they
make Putin appear more moderate and reasonable by contrast. A bit like Drunk Dima.
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"Soaner or later what everyone expects will happen. Sooner or later we will win. Now there
is an opinion that soon the special military operation will be renamed to the anti-terrorist
operation, some say that it will even be the Patriotic War, but | think that this is also not
enough. It is rightly called the Holy War. Holy war! There is such an old Russian interjection
"goyda", meaning a call to immediate action. Ah, how we miss such battle calls now. Goyda,
brothers and sisters. Come on! Fear, Old World, devoid of true beauty, true faith, true
wisdom, rufed by madmen, perverts and Satanists. Fear, we are coming! Goyaaada!
Goyaaadal"

For example in 2022, Okhlobystin delivered a menacing speech at a Kremlin-organized
propaganda rally in Moscow, calling for a “holy war” against the West. Drawing on his acting
background, he appeared to channel Hitler, mimicking his tone, rhetoric, and theatrical
gestures.
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The “holy war” Okhlobystin shrieked for seemed to be testing the waters on behalf of the
Kremlin. By Mar 2024, the idea had spread and the Russian Orthodox Church’s Patriarch
Kirill officially called the SMO a “holy war” to conquer all of Ukraine.

13/20


https://video.twimg.com/amplify_video/1927679466827923457/vid/avc1/720x900/Pl8iEn5FS7Z5hPUN.mp4
https://video.twimg.com/amplify_video/1927679466827923457/vid/avc1/720x900/Pl8iEn5FS7Z5hPUN.mp4

Russian Orthodox Church calls
invasion of Ukraine "holy war",
Ukrainian church reacts

TETYANA OLIYNYK — THURSDAY, 28 MARCH 2024, 22:48
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PATRIARCH KIRILL, THE HEAD OF THE RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH (ROC). PHOTO: GETTY IMAGES

The World Russian People's Council led by Patriarch Kirill of Moscow has
adopted an "order" that refers to the Russian invasion of Ukraine as a "holy
war" and states that "the entire territory of present-day Ukraine should be
included in the area of Russia's exclusive influence". The Ukrainian Orthodox
Church (UOC), which has historically been linked to the Moscow Patriarchate,
has dissociated itself from such statements.
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Hakaz XXV BcemupHoro pycckoro HapoaHoro cobopa «Hacroamee u dyaymiee Pycckoro mupa»

27 mapra 2024 r. 18:00 E} Bepcua Ans nevatn

B xo0e co6opHoz0 cbesda, Komopeld cocmosyics 27 mapma 2024 200a 8 3ane uepKosHbIX co6opos
Xpama Xpucma Cnacumerns e Mockee nod npedcedamenscmeom anaest BPHC Ceameliwezo
INampuapxa Mockosckozo u scest Pycu Kupunna, 6sin ymeepxdeH Hakas XXV BceMupHoz20 pycckozo
HapodHozo cobopa «Hacmosuwee u bydywee Pyccko2o mupa» (Mockea, 27-28 Hosbpsa 2023 2oda).

Russian v <> English IO RIOE 4 :J:::Zi’:ﬁ:?ﬁ
Bcemuproro Pycckoro Hap 4WMTENBLHOM BNacTu
Poccun. % A special military operation is a sacred war in which Russia and its
people, protecting the single spiritual space of Holy Rus', fulfill the
mission of the “holding”, which protects the world from the onslaught

CneynankHas soeHHas on of globalism and the victory of the Western Satanism. J0Aa npotue
NPEecTYNHOro KMEeBCKOTO pe W Pycu c 2014 ropa. B
xofe CBO pycckuit Hapoa f%, Options : History : Feedback : Donate Close 2HHylo, penu1ruoaxyio,

HALMOHAMBHYIO M KYTIBTYDhyior siiitor s 1r1 aniss sy 6 16 §IRUGG 2891 5, /U000 Lo i iom s o o 1 panmsan wamnors + wCCHACKOTO
rocynapcTea. C AyXOBHO-HPaBCTBEHHOM TOUKM 3peHWs cnelmansHas BoeHHas onepauus aensercs CesALLEHHOW BOWHOW, B KoTopoi Poccus
W ee Hapog, 3allvilas efiMHoe JyXOBHOE NPOCTPAHCTBO CBATOR PycK, BLIMOMHAKT MUCCHIO «YePXWBAIOLLETO», 3aLUMLIAIoLLEro MUp OT
HaTtncka rmot 1 nobegbl 0 B cataHn3m 3anaga.

Mocne 3asepuieHus CBO BCA TeppUTOPUA COBPEMEHHOI YKpauHbl AOMKHA BOWTU B 30HY UCKNIOHYUTENBHOO BWAHUA Poccuu.
BO3MOMHOCTL CYLLECTBOBaHUA Ha AaHHOW TeppUTopUM pycodobickoro, BpaxaebHoro Poccuu U ee Hapoay NOMUTUYECKOTO PEXUMA, a
PaBHC NOMMTUYECKOTO P , ynp: 1010 U3 Bpaxae6HoOro POCCUM BHELIHEro LeHTpa, A0MKHA GbITb NOMHOCTBI0 MCKITOYEHa.

2. Pycckuii Mup

Poccus sBnAeTca cosnaTtenem, ONopoi 1 3allMTHUKOM Pycckoro Mypa. MpaHuLbl PYCCKOTo MUpa Kak [yXOBHOrO W KynsTYpHO-
LMBMMM3AUMOHHOIO (heHOMEHA CYLECTBEHHO LUWPe rocyaapCTBEHHbIX rPaH1L Kak HelHeLHen Poccuiickon Peaepauuu, Tak v bonblon
ucTopuyecknit Poccun. Hapany ¢ paccesiHHbIMK N0 BCeMY MUPY NpeacTaBUTenAMIA PYCCKOM OMKyMeHb!, PYCCKUA MUD BKMOYaeT B ceba
BCeX, ANA KOro pycckasl TpaAULMs, CBATLIHWA PYCCKOMA LIMBUNU3ALMMA U BENWKAS PyCCKas KynbTypa RBNSIOTCA BbICLUEHA UEHHOCTBI0 1
CMBICIOM XW3HU.

BhbICLUIKIA CMBICN CYLLIECTBOBAHWA POCCHM U CO3AAHHOIO et PYCCKOro MMpa — UX JyXOBHAA MUCCUA — 3aKINO4aeTCA B TOM, 4YTOOLI ObiTh
BCEMMWPHBIM «YEPXUBAIOLLMMY, 3aLLMLLIAIOLLIWM MUP OT 3na. McTopuYeckas MUCCUA 3aKnio4aeTcs B TOM, YToGbl pa3 3a pa3oM
06pYLUMBATH MOMBITKMA YCTAHOBMNEHWA B MUPE YHUBEPCANbHOW rereMOoHUM — MOMbITKA NOAYMHWATE HENOBEYeCTBO equHOMY 3NoMY Havarny.

MocTpoeHwe TeicAYeneTHeli POCCUIICKO foCyAapCTBEHHOCTM SBNSIETCA BbICLUEH (HOPMOI NONUTMYECKOTO TBOPYECTBA PYCCKMX KaK HaLuv,
PaapeneHue u ocrabnexue pycckoro Hapoa, NULLEHWE ero IyXOBHbIX W XKU3HEHHBIX CUM BCEraa NPUBOAWMO K 0cnabnexuio W Kpuaucy
Poccuiickoro rocyaapcTea. [10aToMy BOCCTaHOBNEHWE EAWHCTBA PYCCKOTO HAPOAA, @ TakKe ero AYXOBHOTC W XM3HEHHOTO NoTeHuMana
ABNAKOTCA KNHOUEBbIMIM YCNOBUSMU BbIXUBaHWA W YCNELHOTO pasBuTUA Poccum M Pycckoro mupa B XX Beke.

CeMba — 3TO OCHOBA PYCCKON HaLMOHAMNLHOMA XKU3HWA M BHYTPEHHUIA ONMOoT TpaguLuvy Pycckoro mupa. 3To cambiii YCTORHMBLINA,
KOHCEPBAaTUBHBIM MHCTMTYT 06LUecTBa, OTBEYaloLWMIA 3a Nepeaady OT NOKONEHUA K NoKoneHnio 6a30BbiX NPeACTaBNeHni O MApe 1 O
YenoBeke, 3a NPUBUTUE BAXHEALUMX COLNANLHBIX HABLIKOB U PONEH (MYXYMHBI 1 XKEHLUWHBI, OTLA U MaTepu, rpax/iaHuHa U T.4.), 3a
cOoXpaHeHue U nepeaady UMBUNM3aLMOHHOTO MUPOBO33PEHHA, HaLIMOHANLHOM MAEH, a Talke TPAAULIMOHHBIX AYXOBHO-HPaBCTBEHHbIX
LeHHoCTer. Byay4u camon rNaBHOM LUKONON BOCNWUTAHUA NMYHOCTK, CEMbA HE TONLKO NOMOraeT YenoBeky No3HaBaTh OKPYXaKOLWMA MUD,
HO U Hay4yaeT ero nibeu, AoGPOTe W COCTPafAHNI0, NAET BaXHEH HpaBcT npeacr. 1 OPUEHTHPBI.

Ivan also urged women to have as many children as possible and compared them to
“mycelium”. Stalin and Hitler (Mother’s Cross award for 8 or more children) had made
similar appeals and Putin himself reinstated the “Mother Heroine” award in 2022 for women
with 10 children.

14/20


https://pbs.twimg.com/media/GsB-UfVXwAEiK4w.jpg
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/GsB-UfVXwAEiK4w.jpg

4 - i

What do you think constitutes the
"_inner strength of russian women?



https://video.twimg.com/amplify_video/1927679604002639873/vid/avc1/1280x678/cpe-yMExP3tr_8qW.mp4
https://video.twimg.com/amplify_video/1927679604002639873/vid/avc1/1280x678/cpe-yMExP3tr_8qW.mp4
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/GsB-YvMWIAAY4-O.jpg
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/GsB-YvMWIAAY4-O.jpg

Ivan’s rhetoric resembles that of his fellow over-the-top propagandist Solovyov. The West —
referred to as the “Old World” — is full of satanic perverts and crazy Nazi drug addicts.
Stirring up hatred is a calculated strategy to prepare the public for war and sacrifices.
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Okhlobystin also produced a cartoon titled “The ABC of the SMO”, warning soldiers not to
get killed. In a Tom & Jerry/Nu, pogodi!-style animation, Russians kill Ukrainians, even
featuring a knockoff of The Mask. It’s another effort to normalize the war through pop

culture.
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It’s clear that Okhlobystin is fascist in his views—but there’s also literal proof: photos of him
giving the Nazi salute, skull tattoos resembling the SS symbols & outfits disturbingly similar
to those worn by the SS officers during the reign of the failed Austrian painter.
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Like Dugin, Ivan is also extremely homophobic and has a deep hatred towards Ukrainians:
He’s called for gays to be “put in ovens” and for genocide of Ukrainians — Nazi traditions.
And of course none of that has stopped him for calling Ukrainians nazis.
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MOSCOW - Popular Russian actor lvan Okhlobystin, known for his intention
to run for president two years ago, made scathing homophobic statements at
a “spiritual talk” that he gave in the Siberian city of Novosibirsk

Addressing the audience, he said that homosexuals should be burned alive,
the newspaper Komsomolskaya Pravda reported.

PHOTOS: Gay Marriage, or Not, in Global Cinema

“ITwould put all the gays alive into an oven, Okhlobystin, formerly an
Orthodox priest, was quoted as saying. “This is Sodom and Gomorrah! As a
religious person, I cannot be indifferent about it because it is a real threat to
my children!”

He also compared homosexuality with fascism and added obscenities to his
comments.

Okhlobystin later confirmed the press report on his Twitter account. “It
sounded much more simply, but the meaning was rendered correctly, he said.
“Everyone has the right to express their opinions.

o
PO PR SRR AN )y
Show host: So Ukraine should not remain
on the world map?
Okhlobystin: SHOULD NOT EXIST. Yes.
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Ukrainians are the same Russians,
but just NAZIS!

Ivan is also a great example of how in Russia the imperialistic mindset penetrates the whole
society — one day you can be a celebrated actor in a House rip-off, and the next you are

calling for a “holy war” and the genocide of another country. Comply or die.
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To conclude, Ivan is a propagandist who tests the limits of public tolerance in Russia —
pushing how much obscenity or cruelty can be said before backlash occurs. He serves as both
a propaganda testbed and the Kremlin’s canary in the coal mine.
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Only, now are we beginnihg to realize the maghitude of
what is happening in th_;_a_ world.

The 2nd edition of “Vatnik Soup — The Ultimate Guide to Russian Disinformation” is

officially out!

You can order your copy here:

THE ULTIMATE GUIDE
TO RUSSIAN DISINFORMATION

Vatnik Soup — Kleeart

Do your friends believe Ukraine is full of neo-Nazis and secret biolabs? Do you feel
overwhelmed by propaganda and lies every time you go online? Does your mom
think Tucker Carlson sounds reasonable?...

https://www.kleart.eu/webshop/p/vatnik-soup
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